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Certificate of Adoption
HSC §192.008

Used to :

• file an adoption which has gone through the Texas 
courts.

• file an adoption for a child who was born in another 
country and adopted in a Texas court.

VS-160 Rev 08/2015                       Filing Fee: $25.00



Adoptions

On the Certificate of Adoption:

• The New name of  the child must be listed and verified 

by the District Clerk’s office who is certifying the 

Certificate of  Adoption.

• Maiden name of  adoptive/bio mother must be shown.

• Court Orders must be certified with the court’s seal.



Out of State Adoptions
HSC §181.18

Out of  State Adoptions- Statute says these will be 

forwarded to VSU, VSU will then forward to the 

appropriate State.



Registering Foreign Adoptions
HSC §181.29

Texas Vital Statistics does not accept court orders 

from any country other than the United States.  

For this reason, Texas residents who adopt 

children from other countries must have their 

adoptions validated through a Texas court.

VS 166.531 – Validation Petition

VS 166.532 – Validation Order

Examples of a petition and order are on our website



Identity of the Court

• To open a sealed file after an adoption is filed 

requires a court order.  The court order must come 

from the same court that granted the adoption.  

• The court order must contain the identifying 

information.

• If  unknown the customer may write to us requesting 

the Identity of  Court.  They must properly identify 

the record and submit a copy of  their ID

VS-143 Identity of Court   $10.00



Revocation of Adoption
HSC §192.009

• A revocation can only be done through the same 

court that granted the adoption. 

• The original record will be reinstated and the 

adoption certificate sealed.



Adult Adoptee

• An adult adoptee can apply for their own original 

birth record, provided they can identify each of  

the bio parents names.  

• A noncertified copy of  the original birth 

certificate will be issued. 

• A court order is not required to open the sealed 

file.

VS145      Rev 12/2005                              Adult Adoptee $10.00



Adoptions submitted without a 

Fee

• We are filing adoptions that were submitted without a 

fee. 

• Once filed, a flag will be placed on the record in TER, 

a letter is sent to the local office informing them of  the 

hold.

• Once the fee is obtained the flag, in TER, will be 

removed. 

• Local offices can check TER to see if  flag has been 

removed or call us to check the status.
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Application for a New Birth 

Certificate Based on Parentage
HSC § 192.005

Used to :

• add the biological father’s name and information.

• add another parent’s name and information. 

• remove the father, mother or another parent’s name and 
information from the record.  A specific court order is 
required.

• substitute the Intended Parents in a gestational agreement.
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Documents used to file a New Birth 

Certificate Based on Parentage

One of  the following documents must be presented with

the Application for a New Birth Certificate Based on Parentage

• Certified copy of  a court order establishing paternity

• Filed Acknowledgment of  Paternity

• Marriage License of  Biological/Parental parents



Paternity  

• In the event a father’s name is to be removed, a court order 
must specify to remove a father from the birth certificate.  
Terminating rights does not remove the father.

• Applications need to be properly completed-items left blank 
pertaining to either parents information and/or child’s name 
could delay processing.

• Paternities are used to add the bio father and change last 
name of  child to that of  the father.

• The child’s name listed in the court order must match the 
application.



Paternity ….continued

• Child support orders must be specific and list bio father.

• Partial AOP’s can be completed and submitted.

• Establishing paternity through divorce decree must 

verify the findings; children of  the marriage, bio parent.

• An adult can sign their own Application to Amend 

Based on Parentage (vs-166) and submit a court order 

establishing paternity.



Using a Marriage License

to establish paternity

• If  a married couple (Man and a Woman) did not put 

both parents on the birth record, at the time of  birth,  

at the hospital and want to file the paternity using a 

marriage license – we will now file this as an 

amendment.

• Require an application to amend signed by both 

parents.

• A court order will be needed to change the child’s 

name to that of  the father.



Using a Marriage License

to establish parentage

• If  a married couple (Same Sex Couple) did not put 

both parents on the birth record, at the time of  birth,  

at the hospital and want to file the parentage using a 

marriage license – we will file these as a Paternity.

• no matter when the marriage occurred.



Sealed File Opening for a 

Paternity

• Requires a court order. 

• Does not have to be from the same court that 

granted the paternity.

• The court order has to identify the birth 

information.



Senate Bill 200, Art. 5

• Health and Safety Code, is amended by adding Section 191.0031 

to read as follows:

• Sec. 191.0031.  CERTIFIED COPIED BY MAIL.  The state 

registrar or a local registrar may not issue a certified copy of  a 

record under this chapter to a person who has applied for the 

record by mail unless the person has provided notarized proof  of  

identity in accordance with rules adopted by the executive 

commissioner of  the Health and Human Services Commission.  

The rules may require the issuer of  the certified copy to verify 

the notarization using the records of  the secretary of  state under 

Section 406.012, Government Code.



Questions & Answers

WHAT DO YOU WANT TO KNOW?



!! Thank You !!


